
INTEGRATED EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 UMUHUZA interventions in Early Chilhood Development (ECD)

Background: 

UMUHUZA is a Non-Governmental Organization founded in 2005 and is recognized by Rwanda Governance Board 
(RGB) in the official gazette no 50 bis of 15/12/2015 with legal personality no 104/2014. Umuhuza envisions a society in 
which communities live in harmony, mutual respect and dignity, and its mission is to enhance the positive socio-economic 
transformation of communities through building resilient capacities. Umuhuza sees Early Childhood development as a very 
clear way to build a safer and more peaceful community. Thus,  from 2008 to date our focus on early childhood development 
aims to ensuring that every child is given the opportunity to have the best start in life by achieving their fullest potential. We 
highlight the absolute need for families to care for their children, especially during the first six years of their lives. 
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 2008-2014: Child I care: This project was implemented in all 42 villages of Ngororero sector in Ngororero District 
with the aim to equip parents, men and women, with positive parenting skills. 

Achievements 
- 900 couples with 966 children (0-3) were reached 
- 70 practitioners were trained and acquired skills to educate parents.
- 55 local authorities and ECD stakeholders were sensitized on the 2011 National ECD policy. 

 2014-2015: First Read: First Read project was implemented in two sectors of Ngororero district ( Muhororo and 
Ngororero) in partnership with Save the Children and it focused on developing emergent literacy skills in children aged 
0-6. 
Achievements 

- 1,200 parents were empowered to support their 0-6 children in reading, 
- 240 young engaged couples were trained on positive parenting, 
- 96 saving groups were established, 
- 822 families benefited from home visits, 
- 462 trained families received 1,848 books, 
- 6,548 books distributed to 20 parents’ groups to facilitate books borrowing,
- 440 toys were provided to 20 sites of parenting sessions,
- 10 community mobile libraries were established. 

 2015-2021: First steps “Intera za mbere”: In partnership with Save the Children, this project was implemented 
in 4 Districts: 13 sectors in Ngororero , 3 sectors in Gasabo District, 6 sectors in Ruhango , and 11 sectors in Kirehe district. The 
project was a nationally scalable approach to promoting healthy early childhood education by offering parenting education to 
parents of 0-3 years old. 

Achievements 
- 536 parents were educated on positive parenting practices, and parents were facilitated to produce 445 children’s books and 445 
toys, 
- 870 monitoring visits were conducted, 
- 1554 children aged 0-3 demonstrated improved cognitive, socio-emotional and physical development, 
- 56 community awareness meetings were conducted.



2022 : INECD Gikuriro Kuri Bose: Gikuriro Kuri Bose, the Inclusive Nutrition and Early Childhood Development 
(INECD) program is a USAID funded five-year project aiming to improve the health, functioning, nutritional status, and 
well-being of women of reproductive age and children under six years of age, with an emphasis on the 1,000-day window, 
strengthen inclusion of children and adults with disabilities, and improve positive parenting and child development. 
Umuhuza Organisation as a consortium member in INECD Gikuriro Kuri Bose delivers Early Childhood Development 
services with an emphasis on strengthening capacity and skills of ECD service providers, parents and caregivers in 10 
districts ( Burera, Rulindo, Nyabihu, Ngoma, Kayonza, Nyamasheke, Nyanza, Nyarugenge, Kicukiro, and Rwamagana.) 

Progress

- ECD & Child Protection Committees at District and sector level were established, and are functional with financial and technical 
support from Gikuriro Kuri Bose.
- Caregivers trained, ECD and Child protection meetings were held at sector and district levels, 
- community members were mobilized to establish village nurturing care hubs. 
- Story books distributed to 226 ECD settings 
- ECD settings were equipped with different teaching and learning materials 

2022 :  Championing Play : Championing Play is a pilot project implemented in 4 sectors of Kirehe district in 
partnership with Save the Children. The project aims to promote play based learning for children aged 0-3. 

Achievements 
- 1,200 households were selected and given parenting sessions, 
- 120 Community family volunteers were  selected and trained, 
- 1,000 households were visited, 
- 1000 parents were supported to produce playing toys. 

2021 : ECD Monitoring: ECD Monitoring project is implemented in Kirehe and Ruhango districts in partnership with districts. 
The project aims to assess, monitor and supervise ECD services in Kirehe and Ruhango districts to ensure the effective delivery of 
integrated ECD services such as: literacy activities, Hygiene and sanitation among others for all children under 6 years.  

Achievements 
- 3,892 care givers were trained, 
- 1,017 ECD facilities  monitored, 
- 56,596 children were reached, 
- 655 kitchen gardens monitored. 

PERSPECTIVES 

         Enhance capacity of the parents (parenting skills) and caregivers to provide integrated quality ECD services.

         Increase access to Integrated Early Childhood Development facilities and services ( promotion of ECD centers 
in communities and working places)
           
         Monitoring and coaching of integrated ECD services
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