
PREVENTION AND RESPONSE TO GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

BACKGROUND 

UMUHUZA is a Non-Governmental Organization founded in 2005 and is recognized by Rwanda Governance Board 
(RGB) in the official gazette no 50 bis of 15/12/2015 with legal personality no 104/2014. Umuhuza envisions a 
society in which communities live in harmony, mutual respect and dignity, and its mission is to enhance the positive 
socio-economic transformation of communities through building resilient capacities.

UMUHUZA interventions in GBV prevention 

Any violence against human right specifically gender based violence hinders peace promotion in the community. 
To fight this, Umuhuza has worked toward strengthening prevention and response  strategies to fight gender based 
violence and child abuse.  

1. TWICECEKA 
From 2019 to 2021, Umuhuza organisation in partnership with Women for Women International-Rwanda under the 
sponsorship of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has implemented “Twiceceka 
project” which aimed to addressing Gender-Based Violence through promotion of Speak out culture in Rwanda and 
strengthening positive parenting as one of the ways to raise awareness and prevent Gender Based Violence among 
children and youth in Ngororero district. The project was implemented in 4 sectors of Ngororero District : Kabaya, 
Kageyo, Hindiro and Matyazo. 
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Achievements

Teen mothers equipped with positive parenting skills on how to look after their children and improve hygiene and nutrition.

Community members were informed on 
positive parenting and GBV prevention 
through community compaigns, Inteko 
z’abaturage, Umuganda, Umugoroba 
w’ababyeyi and their saving groups. 

Teen mothers joined 
TVET and received 
tailoring machines to 
empower them on social 
economic. 

Tailoring cooperatives were 

created by teen mothers from 

Kabaya, Kageyo, Hindiro and 

Matyazo sectors
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Achievements 

  

A total of 1700 community members 

from Ruhango sector were reached 

out during an awareness campaign 

on  GBV prevention and response by 

breaking the silence of GBV in the 

community. This was part of the 16 

days of activism against GBV.

  

1200 students from G.S Nyarugenge 

in Kinazi sector were reached out and 

sensitised on Gender Based Violence 

and mechanisms to eradicate the issue.

104 teen mothers returned to 

school and 76 got a start up for 

income generating activities.

 

Umuhuza has organised a series of 

dialogues between teen mothers, 

parents and local leaders to facilitate 

them discuss the root causes of teen 

pregnancies, consequences and what 

should be done  to end the issue. 3 

dialogues have been conducted.

                                                                          Wayforward

Despite successful implementation of Twiceceka and Wiceceka projects, we still identify gaps that need to be closed in order to decrease GBV 
cases by increasing awareness on GBV prevention and reintegrating GBV victims in the community. Some actions that need to be taken 
include:

       Empower Teen mothers and other GBV victims economically to overcome financial vulnerability.  
       
       Enhance the capacity of communities  in psycho-social reintegration of GBV victims

       Enhance Sexual and reproductive health education in youth and families

       Increase knowledge and attitude of the community in GBV issues

2. WICECEKA 

In June 2022, UMUHUZA Organisation under the support of Bank of Kigali launched a six-month project, “Wiceceka” 
aimed to break the culture of silence on gender-based violence and support victims of GBV in Ruhango district. 
Implemented in 3 sectors of the district (Kinazi, Ruhango and Ntongwe), the project benefited 180 teen mothers to 
resume their studies and start income generating activities as part of socio-economic reintegration. 
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