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@ 2023 in review ( Key events in
2023)

® Celebrating impact of ECD
interventions in the communi-

ty

@ Infroduction of technology in
community libraries as strate-
gy to promote Inclusive litera-

cy

@ Leamning and Sharing expe-
rience to adopt and sustain
community-based  interven-
tions.



Dear Partner,
Welcome to our quarterly Newsletter!

We are delighted to share with you some of our impactful interventions
during three past months of this year as well as key events that shaped
our last year.

Our efforts were mainly allocated in community engagement,
parenting and advocating for children protection mainly for the Early
Child Development and the eradication of teenager’'s pregnancy
and promotion of reading culture. All interventions were aligned with
the organisation’s mission to enhance the positive socio-economic
transformation of communities through building resilient capacities.

We are proud that our interventions are impacting the community in a
positive and significant way. In this newsletter, we share some details
on gender based violence prevention and responses, deepening high-
quality delivery of ECD interventions, engaging community and parents
in the promotion of reading culture and creation of reading spaces.

All this wouldn’t be possible without the generous support from our
distinguished local and international, government and non-government
partners.

As you navigate through these pages, we extend our heartfelt gratitude
to you, dear partner, for your continued and significant support and
commitment towards our operations.
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180 teen mothers reintegrated in Ruhango

n December 12, 2023, 78 teen mothers from

Ntongwe and Kinazi sectors in Ruhango
district graduated in a ceremony after completing
their one-year studies in tailoring and hair
dressing at Ntongwe Technical and Vocational
Education and Training school. The teen mothers
are the beneficiaries of the ‘Wiceceka project,’
implemented by Umuhuza organisation with the
support of Bank of Kigali.

The event was graced by officials including
Alphonsine Mukangenzi,Vice Mayor in charge
of Social Affairs in Ruhango district ,Mathilde

Kayitesi,Executive Director of Umuhuza and
Ingrid  Karangwayire,Executive Secretary of BK
Foundation.
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To celebrate National Literacy month, Umuhuza
organised literacy activities to raise community
awareness about the importance of reading and
writing.

Underthe project, the beneficiaries were supported
to resume their studies in TVET school, while others
were supported to start income-generating
activities. A total of 180 teen mothers benefited
from the project.

In addition to the sponsorship, Umuhuza has
worked with the Bank of Kigali and local leaders
in Ruhango district on a range of other activities to
ensure community involvementin developing clear
strategies for the social-economic reintegration of
teen mothersin the community through community
awareness campaigns on gender based-violence
and inter-generational dialogues on positive
parenting.

Inier-library reading, story composition drawing com-
petition:
On October 6, Umuhuza Organisation awarded six
community libraries for their outstanding work in
promoting a culture of reading to enhance children
and adults’ knowledge in the community of Rutunga
sector. This was part of an annual reading festival held
to celebrate national literacy month.

The festival was held under the UNESCO-funded project

‘Access to Digital and Inclusive Literacy Environment,’
which aims to establish, equip and increase more
community libraries in Rutunga sector with inclusive
and digital literacy resources. Since 2018, Umuhuza has
carried various literacy activities in Rutunga sector and
in 2021 established three community libraries.

Engaging parents and community in literacy promotion:
Umuhuza encouraged the community to create more
reading spaces: reading corners,reading clubs &com-
munity libraries. A reading Corner is a child set aside
space at home with reading materials:books, card-
board,paper,markers of different colors,word picture
cards,letter picture puzzles and leftered bofttle tops.
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GIKURIRO KURI BOSE ECD has equipped 226 ECD
settings in 10 districts with appropriate learning ma-
terials produced from local available materials with

ECD Day Celebrations

From August 8 to 11, Umuhuza Organisation
in partnership with UNESCO Rwanda Com-
mission conducted a four-day training for 20
community literacy champions from five dis-
fricts: Burera, Ruhango, Kirehe, Gasabo,
and Ngororero.

The training was held under the project titled

“ Access to Digital and Inclusive community
Literacy Environment, " implemented in Ru-
tunga sector to increase community libraries
with inclusive and digital literacy resources.

During the ftraining, participants acquired
knowledge on the use technology in library
management and on assisting people with
disability to access literacy materials.

a farget to increase access to ECD age appropriate
and inclusive leaning materials/toys so that Children
have access to learning materials and support them
to improve cognitive skills and brain’s stimulation and
confribute to the child development in all domains.

Also, the developed materials will help to enable
caregivers improve the service delivery at the cen-
ters.

In addition to that, parenting guide and parenting
flip chart were developed to enable caregivers to ef-
fectively provide quality services to children at home
and centers and 800 copies of each material were
produced and distributed to 226 NCH and commu-
nity based ECD.

muhuza Executive Director, Mathilde

Kayitesi, took part in ECD day celebration
in Rulindo district where different government
officials along with development partners
visited different ECD settings. Among the
visited include the Karambi Nurturing Care
Hub,constructed by USAID-funded Gikuriro Kuri
Bose in partnership with Rulindo district and
community.

The daywasalso observedin Nyarugenge district
to increase awareness on the improved ECD
services delivery in order to ensure the effective
child development. Through exhibition, parents
showcased their contribution in early childhood
development program.



More news

nclusive programs are recom-

mended to avoid excluding
marginalized people in accessing
the program’s benefits. For this, dis-
ability aspect special for children
is the right to held children access
developmental programs includ-
ing learning. Even though, the pol-
icies and framework are available
to enable children with disability
access ECD services, a big gap
remains to the level of the knowl-
edge of parents and community
to facilitate children with disability
to access appropriate ECD ser-
vices.

Some children with disabilities in
Mucaca village, Rugari cell, Rw-
erere sector, Burera District have
been lacking a chance to bene-
fit from inclusive ECD services due
to the lack of effective parenting
skills and ECD facilities.

Phocus Niyomushumba is one of
those children with multiple disabil-
ities ( deaf and mute). Bornin 2013,
he is the fourth child in the family
of Jean De Dieu Twizerimana and
Claudine Nyirabageni. His disabil-
ity was discovered a few months
later, but his parents couldn’t do
anything about it.

Til the age of 8, Niyomushumba
was not able to walk, speak or
feed himself. His parents did not
get any external support and the
child did not receive any service
which could help him develop
physically, social- emotionally and

cognitively. Consequently, his par-
ents took him as a burden to the
family and he could be bullied by
his siblings until they refused to eat
together.
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Burera district is one of 10 districts
benefiting from the USAID’s Inte-
grated Nutrition and Early Child
Development Program (INECD/
Gikuriro Kuri Bose).

By 2020, in collaboration of com-
munity and Gikuriro Kuri Bose, a
nurturing care hub was estab-
lished in Gatovu village to provide
improved access to ECD quality
services that promote inclusive
nurturing care. To date, a total of
68 children have been taken care
of at the hub among whom 4 chil-
dren have disabilities to ensure
their physical,cognitive language
and socio-emotional develop-
ment.

After the center had been com-
pleted, caregivers carried out a
house-to-house campaign to

communicate the importance of
ECD services at Nurturing Care
Hub and encouraged parents to
bring their children to the hub. Twiz-
erimana family whose child was in
difficult situation appreciated the

hub and brought their child.

Case of contribution

of ECD services to the
resilient development of
children with disability.

Elizabeth Nyirambonimana, a rep-
resentative of caregivers at Gat-
ovu Nurturing Care Hub

“ When we visited the family, we
realised how hard they were work-
ing to raise their child. They were
hopeless to see any improvement
in their child’s life. He would urinate
and defecate where he sits. When
the child came to the hub, he
couldn't socialize with other chil-
dren.Today, he is very cooperative
with a noticeable transformation
as he is able express his feelings or
needs through facial expression
and gestures.”

Nyirabageni,
the child’s moth-
er, recounted
that she could
not do anything
at home except
take care of the
child and she is
optimistic that the child has un-
dergone a fremendous change
since he joined the hub.

The mother said: My child is
now able to walk, play with
other children and can express
himself using body languages.
He doesn’t need anyone to as-
sist him to go to school like he
used to. Nurturing Care Hub has
contributed a lot to the trans-
formation of my child. | had
no hope of seeing what | see
today. There is an impressive
change.

Now, the whole family is happy
and grateful for Gikuriro Kuri Bose
programme.



The case of Ndimbati family who
established community based
ECD facility in their village

Korubombo village is one of rural places in Ruka-
ra sector, Kayonza district. The village has 380
households who are engaged in agriculture, while
others are engaged in income-generating activities
at the village's trading centre.

Lack of ECD facility and holistic services in the village
have been barriers to early development of children
and this was a threat to the violation of their rights.
When parents were busy with their daily work, there
was no safe place for their children to stay, the issue
that could cause some children wander on the
streets and easily be exposed to violation.

Kayonza district is one of 10 districts benefiting from
the USAID’s Integrated Nutrition and Early Child De-
velopment Program (INECD/Gikuriro Kuri Bose).

Leonille Mukarugizwa is one of ECD caregivers who
benefited from the program’s interventions mainly
regular trainings. As a result, Mukarugizwa proposed
to his husband Desire Ndimbati a plan to do some-
thing for the children of Karubamba village. Fortu-
nately, her husband agreed.

To implement their brave decision, they willingly took
part of their property (house and land) to establish
the first home-based Early Childhood Development
centre in the village of Karubamba, Rukara sector, in
Kayonza district. Initially, the rooms were reserved for
commercial projects.

It has been two years since the family of Desire
Ndimbati and Leonille Mukarugwiza initiated the
centre and so far, 35 children from less privileged
families in the village have been nurtured at the
centre.

Located near the tfrading centre of the village and
close to Ndimbati's home, the home-based ECD

Impact of ECD interventions on community members

centre is named, ‘Akabuto’ ( a small seed). It has
three main rooms, including main hall used for learn-
ing, rest and stock rooms.

The centre is decorated in a colorful and
child-friendly way, with pictures of different types of
animals, numbers and letters. It is also surrounded by
a vegetable garden, where a variety of vegetables
and fruits are grown to feed the children.

Mukarugwiza is the sole caregiver who takes care of
the children from 7:30 am to 11:30 am to ensure their
physical,cognitive language and socio-emotional

development.

Gikuriro Kuri Bose has provided the centre with a
variety of toys and parenting guides.

Ndimbati noted: o My wife and I love our
country. That’s why we raise Rwandan
children to build a better future for ou
community. At our age, that’s the kind
of support we can offer our country.
We started raising these children to
reduce the number of them wandering

on the streets.”

He added the centre would be his legacy, where
Rwandan children should be raised and be pre-
pared to become responsible citizens.

The family of Ndimbati and Mukarugwiza have 7
children.They also adopted five children, who are
now grown up and married.

Mukarugwiza said: o Gikuriro Kuri Bose
gives us hope for a better future for

Rwandan children.”
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muhuza has equipped one community library

in Rutunga sector with digital resources to
promote the use of ICT in literacy. In fact, from
2018 up to date, Umuhuza has established 7
community libraries in the sector as part of its
efforts to enhance culture of reading and writing
at households and community levels.

The digitalization of the facility was conducted
under a six-month project, ‘Access to Digital
and Inclusive Community Literacy Environment,’
funded by UNESCO Rwanda Commission. It
aimed to increase community libraries equipped
with inclusive and digital literacy resources.

In addition, under the project 3 community
libraries were established, 20 community literacy
champions acquired knowledge on the use
technology in library management and how
to facilitate people with disability fo access
literacy materials, while 2848 Kinyarwanda story
books were provided to Six libraries, and 45
reading corners were established in different
homes.

January 17, 2024 Umuhuza presented the
achievementsofthe projectto officialsinRutunga
sector, Gasabo district. Thereafter, both parties
signed a new memorandum of understanding
aimed at maintaining the achievements made.

Since 2018, Umuhuza has been running out
different activities in Rutunga sector to promote

a positive parenting and reading culture in the
community by establishing community libraries,
providing reading resources and empowering
community literacy champions.

For instance, in 2021, Umuhuza, with Bank of
Kigali sponsorship, established three community
lioraries in Rutunga sector.

Louis Ntabana, Umuhuza Vice-Chairperson,
underscored the healthy partnership between
Umuhuza and Gasabo district mainly Rutunga
sector, which he said allows all interventions to
have a positive impact on the community.

He also acknowledged the funding provided by
the donors.

Emmanuel Bikorimana, community literacy
champion, said it was a privilege for Rutunga
residents to have inclusive and digitalised
reading facilities.

Philomene Mukankusi, Director of
Communication, Information and Library at
UNESCO Rwanda Commission, called on officials
in the sector to ensure that reading facilities are
used effectively for the benefit of all.

Desire  Matabishi Nsabimana, the Executive
Secretary of Rutunga sector, said everyone
needs to read to sharpen knowledge and keep
up with the latest developments in the country.
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Engaging parents and community in early learning

Mo’rhilde Kayitesi, Umuhuza Executive Director, joined more than 100 participants from various
government instifutions, development partners, feachers, students and the private sector at the 5th

National Workshop on Foundational Learning, held in Kigali on March 25-26, 2024.
Participants engaged in inferactive sessions to share experiences and discuss progress in strengthening

basic learning in Rwanda. Umuhuza's parficipation in the workshop was an opportunity fo share with
other participants the organization, its years of experience and lessons learned in engaging parents and

communities in foundational learning.

The symposium was organized in collaboration of the Ministry of Education and the World Bank.
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UMUHUZA KG125 ST,
Remera-Kigali, Rwanda

P.O.BOX 2030 KIGALI-RWANDA
Telephone: +250-280539555
Email: infoQumuhuza.org.rw

. Website: www.umuhuza.org.rw




